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Unit 12d: Country Area Studies--the Korean
Peninsula

Objectives

At the end of this unit, you wll

Be aware of the following

Ecl ectic nature of South Korean religious practice

Prom nence of Buddhi st and Christian practice in
Sout h Kor ea

Shaman practice in Korea

Variety within the Korean character

| npact of Japanese occupation of Korea, 1910-1945
Rel i gious freedomissues in North Korea

ldentify

Ch’ ondogyo, m njung, ki saeng, yangban
Uni fication Church

Shamans

Admral Yi, “turtle boats”
Neo- Confucianism filial piety
Honori fic | anguages

King Sejong, Koryo dynasty
Silla Kingdom Yi dynasty
Kwangj u i nci dent

Kimll Sung, KimJong |
Pyongyang

Chuch’ e

Realize

| npact of Buddhi st and Confuci an thought on Korean
bel i ef

New rel i gi ous groups in Korea

Honogeneous et hni ¢ makeup of Korean Peni nsul a

Hi storical class divisions within Korea

Hi storical factors leading to current Korean society
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South Korea

Popul ati on
% under 15 years

Commo
TV
Radi o
Phone
Newspaper
Heal th
Li fe Expectancy
Hospital s
Doct ors
| MR
| ncone
Literacy Rate

170

45, 553, 882
23%

1: 67
1:5
1: 20
no figure

Mal e 67/ Femal e 73
1.74

1: 370

27:1, 000

$1, 000. 00 per cap
99%
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1. Religious Groups

“Koreans, |ike other East Asians, have traditionally
been eclectic rather than exclusive in their religious
commtnments. Their religious outlook has not been
conditioned by a single, exclusive faith but by a conbination
of indigenous beliefs and creeds inported into Korea.”

(Unl ess stated otherwi se, all quotations cone fromthe
Li brary of Congress Country Studi es/ Area Handbook- - Sout h
Kor ea)

a. Buddhist (479

b. Christianity (48% “Roman Catholic missionaries did
not arrive in Korea until 1794, a decade after the return of
the first baptized Korean froma visit to Beijing. However,
the witings of the Jesuit mssionary, Matteo Ricci, who was
resident at the inperial court in Beijing, had been brought
to Korea fromChina in the seventeenth century. It appears
that scholars of the Sirhak, or practical |earning, school
were interested in these witings. Largely because converts
refused to perform Confucian ancestor rites, the governnent
prohi bited the proselytization of Christianity. Sone
Cat holics were executed during the early nineteenth century,
but the anti-Christian |law was not strictly enforced. By the
1860s, there were sone 17,500 Roman Catholics in the country.

There foll owed a nore rigorous
persecution, in which thousands of
Christians died, that continued until
1884. Protestant m ssionaries entered
Korea during the 1880s and, along with
Catholic priests, converted a remarkabl e
nunber of Koreans. Methodist and
Presbyterian m ssionaries were
especi ally successful. They established
school s, universities, hospitals, and
or phanages and played a significant role
in the nodernization of the country.
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During the Japanese col onial occupation, Christians were
in the front ranks of the struggle for independence. Factors
contributing to the growh of Protestantismincluded the
degenerate state of Korean Buddhism the efforts nade by
educated Christians to reconcile Christian and Confuci an
values (the latter being viewed as purely a social ethic
rather than a religion), the encouragenent of self-support
and sel f -gover nnent anong nenbers of the Korean church, and
the identification of Christianity with Korean nationalism

A |l arge nunber of Christians lived in the northern part
of the peninsula where Confucian influence was not as strong
as in the south. Before 1948 Pyongyang was an i nportant
Christian center: one-sixth of its popul ation of about
300, 000 people were converts. Follow ng the establishnment of
a communi st regine in the North, however, nost Christians had
to flee to South Korea or face persecution.”

c. Chinese religions (3%
“Daoi sm which focuses on the
individual in nature rather than the
i ndi vidual in society, and Buddhi sm
entered Korea from China during the
Three Ki ngdons period (fourth to
seventh centuries A D.). Daoist
nmotifs are seen in the paintings on
the walls of Koguryo tonbs.

Buddhi sm was the dom nant religious and cul tural
i nfluence during the Silla (A D. 668-935) and Koryo (918-
1392) dynasties. Confucianismalso was brought to Korea from
China in early centuries, but it occupied a subordinate
position until the establishnment of the [Yi] Dynasty and the
persecution of Buddhismcarried out by the early [Yi] Dynasty
ki ngs.”

d. New Religions

(1) Ch’ondogyo (.2% CHUHN- doh- kyoh) “Ch' ondogyo
generally regarded as the first of Korea's newreligions, is
anot her inportant religious tradition.
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It is a synthesis of Confucian, Buddhist, shamanistic,
Daoi st, and Catholic influences.

Ch' ondogyo grew out of the Tonghak Movenent (al so called
Eastern Learning Movenent) established by Ch' oe Cheu, a nman
of yangban background who cl ainmed to have experienced a
nmystic encounter with God, who told himto preach to all the
worl d. Ch'oe was executed by the governnment as a heretic in
1863, but not before he had acquired a nunber of followers
and had commtted his ideas to witing.

Tonghak spread anong t he poor people of Korea's
villages, especially in the Cholla region, and was the cause
of a revolt against the royal governnent in 1894. [This
revolt led to the Sino-Japanese War in 1895]. \Wile sone
menbers of the Tonghak Movenent--renaned Ch' ondogyo
(Teachings of the Heavenly Way)--supported the Japanese
annexation in 1910, others opposed it. This group played a
maj or role, along with Christians and sone Confucians, in the
Korean nationalist novenent.

Ch' ondogyo' s basi c beliefs include
the essential equality of all human
bei ngs. Each person nust be treated
W th respect because all persons
contain divinity; there is God in man.
Mor eover, men and wonen nust sincerely
cultivate thenselves in order to bring
forth and express this divinity in
their lives. Self-perfection, not
ritual and cerenony, is the way to
sal vation

Al though Ch'oe and his followers did not attenpt to
overthrow the social order and establish a radical
egalitarianism the revolutionary potential of Ch'ondogyo is
evident in these basic ideas, which appeal ed especially to
poor people who were told that they, along with schol ars and
high officials, could achieve salvation through effort.
There is reason to believe that Ch' ondogyo had an i nportant
role in the devel opnent of denocratic and anti-authoritarian
thought in Korea. 1In the 1970s and 1980s, Ch'ondogyo's
ant ecedent, the Tonghak Movenent, received renewed i nterest
anong many Korean intellectuals.”
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(2) Taejonggyo, Chungsanggyo and Wonbulgyo (TAY-
chong- kyoh, CHUNG sahng-dyoh, wohn-pul -kyoh) “Apart from
Ch' ondogyo, major new religions included Taejonggyo, which
has as its central creed the worship of Tangun, |egendary
f ounder of the Korean nation.

Chungsanggyo, founded in the
early twentieth century, enphasizes
magi cal practices and the creation of
a paradise on earth. It is divided
into a great nunber of conpeting
br anches.

Wonbul gyo, or Won Buddhism attenpts to conbi ne
traditional Buddhi st doctrine with a nodern concern for
social reformand revitalization. There are also a nunber of
smal | sects which have sprung up around Mount Kyeryong in
Sout h Ch' ungch' ong Provi nce, the supposed future site of the
foundi ng of a new dynasty originally prophesied in the
ei ghteenth century.”

(3) New religion Christian groups

(a) Chondogwan ( CHUHN- doh- kwan) “Several new
religions derive their inspiration fromChristianity. The
Chondogwan, or Evangelical Church, was founded by Pak T ae-
son. Pak originally was a Presbyterian, but was expelled
fromthe church for heresy in the 1950s after claimng for
hi msel f uni que spiritual power. By 1972 his followers
nunbered as many as 700, 000 people, and he built several
Christian towns, established a | arge church network, and
managed several industrial enterprises.”

(b) Unification Church “Because of its
overseas evangelism the Holy Spirit Association for the
Unification of the Wrld Christianity, or Unification Church
(T" ongi l gyo), founded in 1954 by Reverend Sun Myong Moon (Min
Son-nyong), also a former Christian, is the nost fanous
Korean new religion. During its period of rigorous expansion
during the 1970s, the Unification Church had several hundred
t housand nmenbers in South Korea and Japan and a substanti al
(al t hough general ly overestimated) nunber of nmenbers in North
Ameri ca and Western Europe.
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Moon cl ai ned that he was the nessi ah designated by God
to unify all the peoples of the world into one famly,
governed theocratically by hinself. Like Pak's Evangeli cal
Church, the Unification Church has been highly authoritarian,
demandi ng absol ut e obedi ence from church nenbers.

Moon, for exanple, has arranged
marriages for his younger followers;
United States television audi ences were
treated sone years ago to a nmass cerenony
at which several hundred young Mooni es
were marri ed.

Al so |i ke Pak, Mon has coupled the church's fortunes to
econom ¢ expansion. Factories in South Korea and abroad
manuf acture arnms and process gi nseng and seafood, artistic
bric-a-brac, and other itenms. Mwon's |abor force has worked
| ong hours and been paid mniml wages in order to channel
profits into church coffers.

Virulently anticomrmuni st, Mon has sought to influence
public opinion at honme and abroad by establishing generally
unprofitabl e newspapers such as the Segye Ilbo in Seoul, the
Sekai N ppo in Tokyo, and the Washington Tines in the United
States capital, and by inviting academ cs to |avish
i nternational conferences, often held in South Korea.

At home, the Unification Church was viewed wth
suspicion by the authorities because of its scandal s and
Moon's evident desire to create a state within a state. His
i nfl uence, however, had declined by the |late 1980s.”

e. Shaman (SHAH nahn)

“Belief in a world inhabited by spirits is probably the
ol dest form of Korean religious life, dating back to
prehistoric tines.
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There is a rather unorgani zed pantheon of literally
mllions of gods, spirits, and ghosts, ranging fromthe god
generals who rule the different quarters of heaven to
mountain spirits (sansin).

Thi s pant heon al so i ncl udes gods
who inhabit trees, sacred caves, and
piles of stones, as well as earth
spirits, the tutelary gods of househol ds
and villages, m schievous goblins, and
t he ghosts of persons who in many cases
met violent or tragic ends. These
spirits are said to have the power to
i nfl uence or to change the fortunes of
[iving nen and wonen.

Korean shamans are simlar in many ways to those found
in Siberia, Mngolia, and Manchuria. They also resenble the
yuta found on the Ryukyu Islands, in Ckinawa Prefecture,
Japan. Cheju Island is also a center of shanmani sm[where
nost nudangs are nal es].

Shamans, nost of whom are wonen, are enlisted by those
who want the help of the spirit world. Femal e shamans
(mudang) hold kut, or services, in order to gain good fortune
for clients, cure illnesses by exorcising evil spirits, or
propitiate local or village gods. Such services are al so
held to guide the spirit of a deceased person to heaven.

Oten a woman will becone a shaman very reluctantly--
after experiencing a severe physical or nmental illness that
i ndi cates possession by a spirit. Such possession allegedly
can be cured only through performance of a kut. Once a
shaman is established in her profession, she usually can nake
a good Iliving.

[ Whi | e Buddhi sm and Confuci ani smwas the main religious
expression anong the ruling classes and educated elite,
shamani sm fl ouri shed anong rural, uneducated farnmers. Church
practice today still contains remants of shamanistic
practice].
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Many schol ars regard Korean
shamanismas less a religion than a
medi cine in which the spirits are
mani pul ated in order to achi eve human
ends. There is no notion of salvation
or noral and spiritual perfection, at
| east for the ordinary believers in
spirits. The shaman is a professiona
who is consulted by clients whenever
the need is felt.

Traditionally, shamans had | ow social status and were
menbers of the ch'ommn class. This discrimnation has
continued into nodern tines.

[ I ndi genous] beliefs are strongly associated with the
culture of fishing villages and are primarily a phenonenon
found in rural conmmunities. Shanmans also treat the ills of
city people, however, especially recent mgrants fromthe
countryside who find adjustnent to an inpersonal urban life
stressful. The governnent has di scouraged belief in
shamani sm as superstition and for many years mnimzed its
persistence in Korean l[ife. Yet in a climte of grow ng
nationalismand cultural self-confidence, the dances, songs,
and i ncantations that conpose the kut have cone to be
recogni zed as an i nportant aspect of Korean culture.

Beginning in the 1970s, rituals that fornerly had been
kept out of foreign view began to resurface, and occasionally
a Western hotel nmanager or other executive could even be seen
attending a shamanistic exorcismritual in the course of
openi ng a new branch in Seoul. Sone of these aspects of kut
have been desi gnated val uable cultural properties that should
be preserved and passed on to future generations.
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The future of shamanismitself was
uncertain in the late 1980s. C(Cbservers
believed that many of its functions in
the future probably will be perforned
by the psychiatric profession as the
gover nment expands nental health
treatnent facilities. @Gven the
uncertainty of social, economc, and
political conditions, however, it
appears certain that shamans will find
| arge nunbers of clients for sone tine
to cone.”

f. Religion in contemporary South Korea

(1) Statistics “Except for the Christian groups, who
maintain a fairly clear-cut distinction between believers and
nonbelievers, there is sone anbiguity in these statistics.
...there is no exact or exclusive criterion by which
Buddhi sts or Confucianists can be identified. Many people
outside of formal groups have been deeply influenced by these
traditions. Moreover, there is nothing contradictory in one
person's visiting and prayi ng at Buddhi st tenples,
participating in Confucian ancestor rites, and even
consulting a shaman and sponsoring a kut. Furthernore, the
statistics may underrepresent the nunbers of people bel ongi ng
to new religions. Sone sources have given the nunber of
adherents of Ch'ondogyo as over 1 mllion.”
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(2) Impact “Gven the great
diversity of religious expression, the
role of religion in South Korea's
soci al devel opnent has been a conpl ex
one.

Sonme traditions, especially
Buddhism are identified primarily with
t he past. Buddhist sites such as the
Pul guksa Tenpl e and the Sokkuram Grotto
in Kyongju and the Haei nsa Tenpl e near
Taegu are regarded by nost South
Koreans as inportant cul tural
properties rather than as pl aces of
wor shi p.

Confucianismrenmains inportant as a social ethic; its
influence is evident in the i mense inportance Koreans
ascri be to education.

Christianity is identified with nodernization and soci al
reform Many Christians in contenporary South Korea, such as
veteran political opposition |eader Kim Dae Jung, a Catholic,
have been out spoken advocates of human rights and critics of
the governnment. Christian-sponsored organi zati ons such as
the Urban Industrial M ssion pronote |abor organizations and
t he uni on novenent.

New religions draw on both traditional beliefs and on
Christianity, achieving a baffling variety and diversity of
views. It has been estimated that there were as many as 300
new religions in South Korea in the late 1980s, though many
were small and transient phenonena.”

2. Ethnic/Racial Groups

“The Republic of Korea is a racially honbgeneous country
wWith no ethnic mnorities of significant nunber. G tizenship
is based on bl ood, not |ocation of birth, and Koreans nust
show as proof their famly geneal ogy.

Et hni ¢ Chi nese born and resident in Korea cannot obtain
citizenship or becone public servants and may have difficulty
being hired by some major corporations. Due to |egal as well
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as societal discrimnation, many fornerly resident ethnic

Chi nese have em grated to other countries since the 1970's.
Aner asi an children are usually able to obtain Korean
citizenship, and no | egal discrimnation against them exists.
| nformal discrimnation, however, is prevalent, making it
nmore difficult for Anmerasians to succeed in academ a,

busi ness, or governnent.” (U S. Departnent of State, Human

Ri ghts Practices 1996-- Sout h Korea)

For ei gners can becone Korean citizens after living for
an extended period in the country and taking a | engthy
battery of |anguage, history and culture tests. Only a
handful of Westerners possess Korean citizenship.

3. Gender Issues

a. Domestic violence «Viol ence agai nst women renai ns
a problem and sonme wonen's rights groups nmaintain that such
vi ol ence, including spousal abuse, has worsened in the past
few years. The | aw does not provi de adequate protection to
victinms of abuse.”

b. Harassment =« Rape remai ned a serious problem wth
6,173 cases reported in 1994 (the |ast year for which
statistics are available). Mny incidents of rape go
unreported because of the stigma associated with being a rape
victim The activities of a nunber of wonen's groups have
i ncreased awar eness of the inportance of reporting and
prosecuting rapes as well as offenses such as sexual
harassnment in the workplace. According to wonen's rights
groups, cases involving sexual harassnment or rape generally
go unprosecuted, and perpetrators, if convicted, often
receive very lenient sentences.” Sexual harassnent is so
serious that certain subway cars are designated “Female Only”
duri ng peak hours.

c. Equality “The anended Family Law, which went into
effect in 1991, permts wonen to head a househol d, recogni zes
awfe s right to a portion of the couple's property, and
allows a woman to maintain greater contact with her children
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after a divorce. Although the revisions hel ped abused wonen,
di vorce remains a social taboo, and there is little
government or private assistance for divorced wonen. These
factors, plus the fact that divorced wonen have limted

enpl oynment opportunities and have difficulty remarrying, |ead
sonme wonen to stay in abusive situations.” Additionally,
sons still receive all inheritance, daughters being excl uded.

The Governnment has created sone
shelters for battered wonen and
i ncreased the nunber of child care
facilities, providing wonen in abusive
situations with nore options, but
wonen's rights groups say that they
fall far short of dealing effectively
with the problem

A conservative Confucian tradition has |eft wonen
subordinate to nmen socially and econom cally. There has been
sone |limted and gradual change in social nores and attitudes
af fecting wonen; for exanple, wonen have full access to
education, and a few have becone governnent officials and
hold el ected office. Despite the passage of equal enpl oynent
opportunity legislation in 1988, however, few wonen work as
conpany executives or |leading officials in government.

The Wnen's Affairs Mnistry continued its efforts to
expand enpl oynent opportunities for wonen, and during the
year the air force inplenented a programto encourage wonen
to becone pilots and seek other senior positions.” Just
recently, wonen are now able to enter the mlitary academ es.

4. Conflicts “international di sputes: Demarcation Line
with North Korea; Liancourt rocks clained by Japan.” (CA
1996 Fact sheet)
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5. Holidays and Festivals (The
followng material, adapted from
Hol i days, Festivals and Cel ebrations
of the World Dictionary, conpiled by
Sue Thonpson and Barbara Carl son,
(Detroit: Omigraphics, 1994), is

i nstructive.

a. Burning the Moon House (fifteenth day of the
first |lunar nonth)

Pays tribute to the noon

Partici pants watch noon rise through a noon house or

moon gate, a carefully constructed pile of pine tw gs
which are set on fire

"._F—-"#".-‘f.f

Py, PP
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Al so cel ebrated on the eve of ;=;' ==
the First Full NMbon Z ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ 'ﬁhﬂggi
People clinb hills and build et R\ =]
bonfires to wel come the npon z — P SRR
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Fol kl ore bel i efs concerning
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harvest and weat her are = i ~$Q\ A\
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associ ated with the color and Mﬁ&& ‘§
bri ghtness of the noon on this e SN
ni ght S
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U

b. Cherry Blossom Festival, Chinhae Naval Port
(CH N-heh, early April)

Festival in Chinhae, Korea (headquarters of the
Korean Navy) to cel ebrate bl ossom ng cherry trees and
honor Korea’'s Admral Yi Sun-shin

Adm ral Yi defeated the Japanese in several sea
battles during the latter’s invasions of the late

si xteenth century

Yi is famous for developing “turtle boats,” the first
i ron-cl ad naval vessels
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c. Feast of Excited Insects (5 March)

nont h)

Feast of Excited Insects (Kyongchip) marks transition
fromw nter to spring

Farmers sow rice and wheat, famlies lay flowers on
graves of ancestors to wel conme spring

. The Great Fifteenth (fifteenth day of first |unar

Mar ks the end of the New Year holiday season
Nunmber nine is considered |ucky on this day, and
people routinely repeat their actions nine tines,
particularly children

Kite flying and fighting is common

Kite strings are covered with glass dust, enabling
cutting matches

Tug- of -war al so popul ar

In sone areas, an entire town or county is divided
into two opposing teans, the w nning side being
assured of a good harvest and protection from di sease
in the com ng year

. Liberation Day (15 August)

Remenbrance of surrender of Japan to the Allies in
1945, liberating Korea fromJapan’s thirty-five-year
occupati on.

Commenorates al so the formal proclamation of the
Republic of Korea in 1948.
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nmoon)

f. Lunar New Year (first day of first Iunar nonth)

O ferings to the househol d gods,
house- cl eani ng and new cl ot hes,
banquets, ancestor worship, and
firecrackers all are part of the
cel ebration

On New Year’'s Eve, torches are lit in
every part of the home, and everyone
sits up to “defend the New Year” from
evil spirits

In Seoul, church bells ring thirty-three times at

m dni ght .

One of the many ganes played is girls’ seesawing. In
early tinmes nen forbade wonen to have any out door
exercises. Korean girls took to using a seesaw
behi nd garden walls, standing up--so as to get a
possi bl e glinpse of male friends outside

. Mid-Autumn Festival (fifteenth day of the eighth

Honors the noon goddess Hangaw

Ch’usok literally neans autum (Ch’ u) eve (sok)

Fam ly reunions are traditional, |ike Anerican
Thanksgi vi ng

Peopl e travel long distances to be together for
exchangi ng presents, feasting, and eating noon cakes.

. National Foundation Day (3 Cctober)

Nat i onal holiday (Tangun Day), to conmenorate the
foundi ng of the Korean nation in 2333 B.C. by Tangun.

Legendary nyth associ ates the Korean people with a
heavenly ori gin.
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Hol i day cel ebrated with cerenonies at the ancient
rock Altar of Tangun, on the sunmmt of M. Mni on
Kanghwa | sl and, about twenty-five mles west of
Seoul .

I. Samil-jol (sahmil-chuhl, 1 March)

T o

A
A
S
4

§

AN AR

| ndependence Movenent Day, celebrating the

anni versary of the independence denpbnstrations in
1919

Prot est denonstrated agai nst the Japanese occupation
(Sam | neans “three-one,” signifying third nonth,
first day) which occurred in 1910, depriving Koreans
of many freedons.

March 1 novenent was a turning point; an estimated 2
mllion people took to the streets in peaceful
denonstrations and a Declaration of |ndependence was
read at a rally in Seoul.

Denonstrations net with thousands of
arrests, close to 23,000 Koreans being
killed or wounded.

| ndependence | eaders forned a
provi si onal governnent abroad

Day marked by the reading of the 1919
Decl arati on of I ndependence at Pagoda
Park in Seoul.

Col d WAt er Shanpoo Day (Yoodoonal) is spent near a
streamor waterfall. People bathe and wash their
hair to ward off fever and other heat-related ills
during the com ng year.
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Macaroni, flour cakes, nelons, and other fruits
offered at famly shrines. For scholars, Shanpoo Day
sees picnics, wne drinking, and poem conposition.

k. Silla Cultural Festival (SH L-1ah, October, every
ot her year)

Three-day festival to celebrate the country’s ancient
Silla Kingdom

Cel ebrations held in Kyongju, the capital of the
Silla Kingdom and throughout the Kyongju Vall ey,
where there is a great treasure of historic
bui |l di ngs: the Sokkuram Grotto, one of Asia’s finest
Buddhi st shrines with a granite donme; Ch’ onsongdae, a
sevent h-century bottl e-shaped stone structure that is
the world s earliest known extant observatory; royal

t onbs; pal aces; and pl easure pavilions.

Silla Kingdomin the southeastern portion of what is
now Korea flourished from57 B.C. to A D 935. It
defeated two rival kingdons, unifying all three in
676. Unified Silla Period is considered a Gol den Age
of Buddhi st scul pture.

Festival features concerts, westling matches,
Buddhi st pagoda danci ng, ganes, contests, and
processions with el aborate floats.

|. Sol (soHL, first day of the lunar nonth)

Lunar new year celebrated largely by rural people and
is a two-day national holiday.

January 1 and 2, also national holidays, are

cel ebrated nore by residents of cities.

Tradition calls for famlies to gather in their best
clothes and for children to bow to parents and
grandparents to reaffirmfamly ties.

Soup nmade of rice and dunplings called duggook is
served. It is customary to play yut, a game played

w t h wooden bl ocks and a gane board.
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m.

Tano Festival (tahn-oh, fifth day of the fifth

| unar nont h)

n.

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)

6. Cus

a.

Ancient spring agricultural festival that started as
a planting ritual and tinme to pray for a good
har vest .

Fal | s between the planting of
rice seedlings and their
transplanting to paddy fields.

Festivities include sw nging contests for girls

Boys and nen often take part in ssirum native Korean
wr est | i ng.

Other Korean holidays include
Buddha's Birthday (in May; |unar cal endar)
Children’s Day (5 May)
Christmas Day (25 Decenber)
Constitution Day (17 July)
Menorial Day (6 June)

New Year’s (1-3 January)
toms

Gestures and taboos

Business Cards Use respect when exchangi ng cards.
Often using two hands to deliver and receive the
cards can show such respect.

Boisterous behavior Avoid | oud tal ki ng or | aughi ng
unl ess for an informal occasion.
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Space Do not be offended by 13y 4 53
t he cl oseness of personal <
space in public places. =

S -~ S

Men first Men generally have first place in going

t hrough doors, and wal ki ng ahead of wonen.

Back Sonme Koreans may wal k through you and anot her
wi th whom you are talking. This avoids the inpolite
wal ki ng behi nd anot her person’ s back.

Sidewalks The left side is often the wal ki ng si de.
Laughter Many Koreans cover their nouths when

| aughi ng.

Sunglasses Renove sungl asses during di scussions
Graciousness Wait to be seated when entering a
conference or dining room Humlity is highly

val ued.

b. Freedom of religion “The Constitution provides for
freedomof religion, and the Governnent respects this
provision in practice.” (Human Rights Practices--South Korea,
1996, U.S. State Departnent)

c. People with disabilities “Al though new neasures
aimed at creating opportunities for the disabled have been
taken, public facilities for their everyday care and use
remai ned i nadequate. However, there is no |egal
di scrim nation agai nst di sabl ed persons in enpl oynent,
education, or in the provision of other state services.

New public buildings are required to
include facilities for the disabled, such
as ranp access to entrances, a wheel chair
lift, and special parking spaces.”
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d. Social values--neo-Confucianism “The soci al
val ues of contenporary South Korea reflect the synthesis and
devel opnment of diverse influences, both indi genous and
foreign. Probably the nost inportant of these is the neo-
Confuci an doctrine of the Chinese phil osopher Zhu Xi (1130-
1200), first introduced into Korea during the closing years
of the Koryo Dynasty (918-1392). The rulers of the Choson
Dynasty (1392-1910) adopted it as their state ideology. The
nost i nportant Korean neo-Confuci an phil osopher, Yi Hwang,
al so known as Yi T oe-gye (1501-70), had a great influence on
| at er generations of Confucianists not only in Korea, but
also in Japan.” (Library of Congress Country Study--South
Kor ea)

(1) Social ethics “Neo- Confuci ani sm conbi nes the
social ethics of the classical Chinese philosophers Confucius
(Kong Zi, 551-479 B.C.) and Mencius (Meng Zi, 372-289 B.C.)
wi th Daoist, or Taoist, and Buddhi st nmetaphysics. One of the
doctrine's basic ideas is that the institutions and practices
of the ideal human community are an expression of the
i mut abl e principles or aws that govern the novenents of the
CcOSnos.

Through correct social practice, as defined by the
Confuci an sages and their comrentators, individuals can
achieve a kind of spiritual unity with heaven. Neo-

Conf uci ani sm defines formal social relations on all |evels of
soci ety.

Social relations are not
conceived of in ternms of the
happi ness or satisfaction of the
i ndi vidual s involved, but in terms
of the harnoni ous integration of
individuals into a collective whol e
that mrrors the harnony of the
natural order.”

(2) The Five Relationships “Neo- Conf uci ani smin
Korea was becoming rigid and increasingly conservative by the
m d- 1500s. The practice of neo-Confuci ani sm enphasi zed
hi erarchy in human rel ations and self-control on the
i ndi vi dual | evel.
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Society was defined in ternms of the Five Rel ationshi ps
(o ryun in Korean; wu lun in Chinese) that had been
formul ated by cl assical Chinese thinkers, such as Menci us,
and subsequently sanctified by the neo-Confucian
met aphysi ci ans: ‘ between father and son there should be
af fection; between ruler and mnister there should be
ri ght eousness; between husband and wife there should be
attention to their separate functions; between old and young
there should be a proper order; and between friends there
shoul d be faithful ness.

Only the last was a rel ationship between equals. The
ot hers were based on authority and subordination, including
the first relationship, which involved not so nuch nutua
| ove as the unquestioni ng subordination of the son to the
will of his father.”

(3) Hierarchy and inequality “Throughout traditional
Korean society, fromthe royal palace and central governnent
offices in Seoul to the hunbl est household in the provinces,
the themes of hierarchy and inequality were pervasive.
Persons were expected to nurture ‘sincere’ attitudes, which
meant not so nuch expressing what one ‘really’ felt as
‘reflecting on” or ‘clarifying’ one's thoughts and feelings
until they conformed to traditional norns.

There was no concept of the rights
of the individual. The ideal man or
woman was one who controlled his or her
passions or enotions in order to fulfill
to the letter a host of exacting soci al
obligations.”

(4) Educated ideal “In the context of wi der
society, a well-defined elite of scholar-officials versed in
neo- Conf uci an orthodoxy was legitimzed in terns of the
traditional ethical distinction between the educated
‘superior man’ or ‘gentleman’ and the ‘snmall man’ who seeks
only profit. This was a central thenme in the witings of
Confuci us and Menci us.
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Confucianismas a political theory
proposed a benevol ent paternalism the
masses had no role in governnment, but
the scholar-officials were supposed to
| ook after themas fathers | ook after
their children.”

(5) Chinaties “Just as the father commanded
unquesti oni ng obedi ence in the household and the schol ar-
official elite did so in the nation as a whole, there was
also a hierarchy in international relations. China, the
homel and of neo- Confuciani sm and the nost powerful nation in
the region, was the center of Choson Korea's cultural
uni verse for nost of the dynasty's duration.”

(6) Personal variety “Foreign observers have been
inpressed with the diversity of the Korean character as
expressed in day-to-day human rel ations.

= There is, on one hand, the
o i mge of Koreans as self-
N controll ed, deferential, and

meticulous in the fulfill ment 8
of their social obligations; on == %58
the other hand is the Korean S
reputation for volatility and 4
enotionalism for being the
‘“Irish of the East.’

The ecstasy and euphoria of shamanistic religious
practices, one of Korea's nobst characteristic cultural
expressions, contrasts sharply with the austere self-control
of Confucian ancestor rituals. Although relatively m nor
themes in the history of Korean ethics and social thought,
the concepts of equality and respect for individuals are not
entirely lacking.”
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e. Traditional social structure “in Choson Dynasty
Korea, four rather distinct social strata devel oped: the
scholar-officials, collectively referred to as the yangban;
the chungin (literally ‘mddl e people’ ), technicians and
adm ni strators subordinate to the yangban; the commoners or
sangmn, a |arge group conposed of farners, craftsnen, and
mer chants; and the ch'ommn (literally despised people), at
the bottom of society. To ensure stability, the governnent
devi sed a system of personal tallies in order to identify
peopl e according to their status.”

(1) Yangban ( YUHNG bahn)

“In the strictest sense of the term
yangban referred to governnment officials
or officehol ders who had passed the civil
servi ce exam nations that tested
knowl edge of the Confucian classics and
t heir neo-Confucian interpreters. They
were the Korean counterparts of the
schol ar-officials, or mandarins, of
i nperial China.

The term yangban, first used during the Koryo Dynasty,
means literally “two groups,’ that is, civil and mlitary
officials. Over the centuries, however, its usage becane
rat her vague, so that the termcan be said to have severa
over | appi ng neani ngs.

Strictly speaking, a yangban |ineage was one that
consi stently conbi ned exam nation success with appoi ntnents
to governnent office over a period of sone generations.
During the Choson period, exam nation candi dates had to show
several generations of such ancestry on both sides to be
admtted to the civil service exam nations. A broader use of
the termincluded wthin the yangban two ot her groups that
coul d be considered associated with, but outside of, the
ruling elite.
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The first group included those scholars who had passed
the prelimnary civil service exam nation and sonetines the
hi gher exam nations but failed to secure governnent
appointment. In the |ate Choson Dynasty, there were many
nore successful exam nation candi dates than there were
positions.

The second group included the nore renote rel atives and
descendants of governnent officials. Even if these people
were poor and did not thenselves serve in the governnent,
they were consi dered nenbers of a ‘yangban famly’ and thus
shared the aura of the elite as long as they retained
Confucian culture and rituals.”

(2) Chungin ( CHOONG yi hn)

“Bel ow t he yangban yet superior to
t he comoners were the chungin, a snal
group of technical and adm nistrative
officials. They included astrononers,
physi ci ans, interpreters, and
professional mlitary officers, as well
as artists.

Local functionaries, who were nenbers of a | ower
hereditary class, were an inportant and frequently oppressive
i nk between the yangban and the common people. They were
often the de facto rulers of a |ocal region.”

(3) Sangmin ( SAHNG ni hn)

“The commoners, or sangm n, conposed about 75 percent of
the total population. These farners, craftsnen, and
mer chants al one bore the burden of taxation and were subject
to mlitary conscription. Farnmers had higher prestige than
merchants, but lived a hard life.”

(4) Ch'ommin ( CHUN- mi hn)

“Bel ow t he commoners, the ‘base
peopl e’ or ch'ommn did what was
considered vile or | ow prestige work.
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They i ncluded servants and sl aves in governnent offices
and resthouses, jailkeepers and convicts, shamans, actors,
femal e entertai ners (kisaeng), professional nourners,
shoenakers, executioners, and for a tinme at |east, Buddhi st
nmonks and nuns.

Al'so included in this category were the paekchong,
apparently descended from I nner Asian nonmads, who dealt with
meat and the hides of animals, were considered ‘unclean,’” and
lived in segregated communities. Slaves were treated as
chattels but could own property and even ot her sl aves.

Al t hough nunerous at the beginning of the Choson Dynasty,
their nunbers had dwindled by the time slavery was officially
abol i shed at the end of the nineteenth century.”

f. Emergence of modern society

“I'n 1894 a program of soci al
reforns, known as the Kabo Reforns, was
initiated by pro-Japanese Korean
officials. Yangban and commoners were
made equal before the law, the old
Confucian civil service exam nations
wer e abolished, and slavery and
ch' omm n status was ended.

Modern fornms of governnent and admi nistration, largely
borrowed from Japan, were adopted. 1In the years before
annexation, a self-strengthening novenent and gover nnent
reforns attenpted to regain Korean control of the pace and
direction of change. However, it was only follow ng the
Japanese annexation in 1910 that the rapid social
transformati on of Korea began.”

(1) Rural changes “Rural society was radically
transfornmed. Traditionally, all |land belonged to the king
and was granted by himto his subjects. Although specific
parcels of land tended to remain within the same famly from
generation to generation (including communal | and owned by
clans and |ineages), |and occupancy, use, and ownership
patterns often were | egally anbiguous and w dely divergent
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fromone part of the country to another. There was no
institution of private property during the Choson Dynasty.

The Japanese, however, conducted a conprehensive | and
survey between 1910 and 1920 in order to place | andownership
on a nodern legal footing. Farners whose famlies had tilled
the sane soil for generations but could not prove ownership
in a way satisfactory to the colonial authorities had their
| and confiscated. Such Iand cane into the hands of the
col oni al governnent, to be sold to Japanese | and conpani es,
such as the Oriental Devel opnent Conpany, or to Japanese
i mm grants.

...the survey also helped to confirm or in sone cases
even to inprove, the position of sone nenbers of the existing
Korean | andl ord class. Many were forner yangban who
cooperated with the Japanese.

Those yangban who renai ned al oof
fromtheir country's new overlord often
fell into poverty. The farnmers
t hensel ves either becane tenants or were
forced to | eave the land. During the
depression of the 1930s, thousands
emgrated to the cities or overseas.
Many others fled to the hills to becone
‘fire-field (slash-and-burn) farmers,
[iving under extrenely harsh and
primtive conditions. By 1936 this |ast
group nunbered nore than 1.5 mllion
peopl e.”

(2) Japanese innovation “The Japanese built
rail roads, highways, schools, and hospitals and established a
nmodern system of adm nistration. These changes were intended
to link the colonial econony nore effectively to that of
Japan. The new, nodern sector required technically trained
experts. Although the top positions were invariably occupied
by Japanese, Koreans worked on the |lower |evels as secondary
techni cal and adm ni strative personnel.”
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(3) Japanese rule

“The great majority of Koreans suffered under Japanese
rule. A large nunber of farnmers were forced off their |and
after 1910; industrial workers and m ners working for
Japanese-owned firnms were often treated little better than
sl aves. Under colonial agricultural policies, rice
cultivation was nmaxi m zed, although nost rice was grown for
consunption in Japan.

Nevert hel ess, devel opnent under Japanese colonial rule
provi ded sone foundation, however unintentionally, for South
Korea's i npressive post-1945 economc growmh. A small group
of Korean entrepreneurs energed who fostered close ties with
t he col oni al governnent, and Japanese business interests
established famly-held firns that were the precursors of
Sout h Korea's present-day chaebol, or business congl onerates.
It is atribute to their acunen that these entrepreneurs were
able to survive and prosper in a colonial econony dom nated
overwhel m ngly by Japanese capital.”

(4) Post 1945 developments “Three devel opnents
after 1945 were particularly inportant for South Korea's
soci al noderni zation.”

(a) Land reform

“The first was the |and reform
carried out by United States and South
Korean authorities between 1945 and 1950.
The institution of private property was
retai ned, but the Anmerican occupation
authorities confiscated and redistri buted
all land held by the Japanese col oni al
gover nnment, Japanese conpani es, and
i ndi vi dual Japanese col onists. The
Korean governnment carried out a reform
wher eby Koreans wth | arge | andhol di ngs
were obliged to divest nost of their
land. A new cl ass of independent, famly
proprietors was created.”
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(b) Refugees and repatriates *“The second
devel opment was the great influx from North Korea and ot her
countries of repatriates and refugees. 1In the 1945-49
period, between 1.5 mllion and 2 mllion Koreans returned to
Sout h Korea from Japan, the northeast provinces of China, and
other foreign countries. Wth the establishment of a
communi st state in North Korea, a | arge nunber of refugees
fled to South Korea and were joined by many nore during the
Korean War. A conservative estimate of the total nunber of
refugees fromthe north is 1.2 mllion. Mst of the
northerners settled in the cities--newrecruits for the
country's industrial |abor force.”

(c) Korean War “The third devel opnent was a
direct result of the Korean War. Traditionally Koreans, |ike
their Chinese and unlike their Japanese nei ghbors, considered
the mlitary to be a | owstatus occupation. Korea did not
have its own armed forces during the col onial period,
al t hough sonme Koreans served in the Japanese mlitary,
especially after 1941, and a handful, such as forner
President Park Chung Hee, received officer's training.

The North Korean invasion of
June 1950 and the three years of
fighting that followed cast the South
Korean mlitary establishnment into
the role of savior of the country.

And since the coup d'état of May 1961 that established
Park Chung Hee, the mlitary establishnment has held
considerable political power. Roh Tae Wo, elected president
in 1987, was a retired general with close connections to the
mlitary elite.

Universal mlitary conscription of nmen has played an
inportant role in South Korea's devel opnent, both in
political socialization and in integrating a society divided
by strong regional prejudices. It also has exposed the
nation's young nmen to technical training and to a disciplined
way of life.
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During the three decades after Park's 1961 coup d' état,
the goal of the mlitary elite was to create a harnoni ous,
di sciplined society that is both technically advanced and
economcally efficient.

Econom ¢ noderni zati on, however,
has brought social changes--especially
i n education and urbani zation--t hat
have had a corrosive effect on the
mlitary's authoritarian view of
soci ety and have pronoted the energence
of a nore contentious, pluralistic
society than many in the mlitary have
found desirable.

g. Aspects of social class in contemporary South
Korea

(1) Education “Educati on
remai ned the single nost inportant
factor affecting social nmobility in the
1990s. Wth the exception of the
mlitary, whose top echel ons were
educated at the Korea MIlitary Acadeny,
the postwar elites of South Korea
shared one characteristic: they were
graduates of the nobst prestigious
universities. There was a well-defined
hi erarchy of such schools, starting
with Seoul National University at the
top and foll owed by Yonse University
and Korea University (known as Koryo in
Korean). Ehwa Wman's University was
the top institution for wonen.

Despite inpressive increases in university enroll nents,
the central inportance of education credentials for social
advancenent has tended to w den the gap between the m ddl e
and |l ower classes. Incone distribution is nore unequal than
in Japan or Taiwan, wth pronounced disparities between
col | ege and secondary-school graduates. WMany workers know
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that their conparatively | ow wages make it virtually

i npossible for themto give their children a coll ege
educati on, a heavy financial burden even for m ddl e-cl ass
famlies.

In the workplace, nmen and wonen with a m ddl e-school or
secondary-school education are often treated with open
contenpt by university graduate managers. The |atter address
themw th rude or abrupt words whose inpact is anplified by
the status sensitive nature of the Korean | anguage. The
result has been bitter resentnent and increasing | abor
mlitancy bordering on political opposition to the status
quo.”

(2) Minjung (m hn-chung) “During the 1980s, the
concept of mnjung (the masses) becane prom nent in the
t hi nki ng and rhetoric of radical students, mlitant |abor
uni oni sts, activists identified with the Christian churches,
and progressive but generally non-Marxist intellectuals.

Al t hough its nmeaning is vague, m njung enconpasses not
only the urban proletariat in the Marxi st sense but also the
groups, including farners, small bourgeoisie, students, and
skilled craftsnen, who all egedly have been exploited by the
country's nunerically small ruling class (the mlitary elite,
top bureaucrats, and big business). National elites were
viewed as col |l aborating with foreign (particularly United
St ates and Japanese) capitalists in order to create a
situation of permanent dependence on foreign capital.

The enphasi s on neocol onialist themes by m njung
spokespeopl e drew deeply on Sout h Korean populist,
national i st, and xenophobic sentinents to place the origin of
social evils outside the Korean race.”

h. Aspects of traditional family life

(1) Filial piety “Filial piety (hyo in Korean; xiao
in Chinese), the second of the Five Rel ationships, defined by
Menci us as affection between father and son, traditionally
has been the normative foundation of Korean famly life.
Entailing a | arge nunber of reciprocal duties and
responsi bilities between the generations of a single famly,
it generally has been viewed as an unequal relationship in
whi ch the son owed the father unquestioni ng obedi ence.”
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(2) Ancestors

“Ancestor worship was, sinultaneously,
a social ethic and a religion. In sone
ways, it was the nost optim stic of faiths.
It taught that deceased famly nenbers do
not pass into oblivion, to an afterlife, or,
as the Buddhist believe, to rebirth as
humans or aninmals in sonme renote place, but
remain, in spiritual form securely within
the famly circle.

For traditionally m nded Koreans, the presence of the
deceased coul d be an intensely real and personal one. Fear
of death was blunted by the consoling thought at even in the
grave one would be cared for by one's own people. Succeeding
generations had the obligation of renmenbering the deceased in
a yearly cycle of rituals and cerenonies.”

(3) Marriage “Traditionally, the purpose of
marri age was to produce a nale heir to carry on the famly
line and not to provide nmutual conpani onship and support for
husband and wi fe.

Marriages were arranged. A go-
bet ween or mat chmaker, usually a
m ddl e-aged worman, carried on the
negoti ati ons between the two famlies
i nvol ved who, because of a very strict
| aw of exogany, sonetines did not know
each other and often lived in different
communities. The bride and groom net
for the first time at the nmarriage
cerenony, a practice that ended in the
cities by the 1930s.

Contrary to the Confucian ideal, the nuclear famly
consi sting of a husband, wife, and children is becom ng
predom nant in contenporary South Korea. It differs fromthe
traditional ‘branch famly’ or ‘little house’ (chagunjip) for
two reasons: the conjugal rel ationship between husband and
wife tends to take precedence over the relationship between
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the son and his parents, and the nuclear famly unit is
becom ng i ncreasingly independent, both econom cally and
psychol ogi cally, of |arger kinship groups. These

devel opments have led to greater equality anong the famly
units established by the el dest and younger sons.

Whereas the isolated nuclear famly was perceived in the
past as a sign of poverty and m sfortune, the contenporary
nuclear famly is often viewed as being a consci ous choice
made by those who do not wish their privacy invaded by
intrusive relatives.”

I. The Korean language

(1) Origins “Mbdern Korean | anguage i s descended
fromthe | anguage of the Silla Kingdom which unified the
peninsula in the seventh century. As Korean |inguist Yi
Ki -mun notes, the nore renote origins of the Korean | anguage
are di sputed, although many Korean |inguists together with a
few western scholars, continue to favor the now w del y-
contested nineteenth-century theory of an Altaic famly of
| anguages supposed to include Korean, Japanese, and
Mongol i an, anong ot her | anguages.”

(2) Korean/Japanese connections

é “Al though a historical relationship

bet ween Korean and Japanese has not

] been established, nodern Korean and
* Japanese have nmany simlar grammati cal

features, no doubt in part due to

‘ cl ose contacts between the two during
the past century. These simlarities
have given rise to considerable

specul ation in the popul ar press.

The linguist Kim Chin-wu, for exanple, has hypot hesized
t hat Korea and Japan stood at the end of two routes of |arge-
scale mgration in ancient tines: a northern route fromlnner
Asi a and southern route from southern China or Southeast
Asia. In a variant on the ‘southern origins’ theory of sone
Japanese schol ars, he views the two | anguages as reflecting
di sparate ‘northern’ and ‘southern’ influences, with Korean
showi ng nore influence fromthe northern, |Inner Asian
strain.”
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(3) Honorific practice

“Bot h Korean and Japanese possess what is sonetines
called ‘polite’ or *honorific’ |anguage, the use of different
| evel s of speech in addressing persons of superior, inferior,
or equal rank.

These di stinctions depend both on the use
of different vocabul ary and upon basic
structural differences in the words enpl oyed.
For exanple, in Korean the inperative ‘go’ can
be rendered kara when speaking to an inferior
or a child, kage when speaking to an adult
inferior, kaseyo when speaking to a superior,
and kasi psi o when speaking to a person of stil
hi gher rank.

The proper use of polite | anguage, or levels of polite
speech, is an extrenely conplex and subtle natter. The
Korean | anguage, |ike Japanese, is extrenely sensitive to the
nuances of hierarchical human rel ationshi ps. Two persons who
meet for the first tinme are expected to use the nore distant
or formal ternms, but they wll shift to nore informal or
‘“equal’ ternms if they becone friends. Younger people
i nvari ably use formal | anguage in addressing elders; the
latter will use “inferior’ ternms in ‘talking down’ to those
who are younger.”

(4) Chinese ties “The Korean | anguage may be
witten using a m xture of Chinese ideograns (hancha) and a
native Korean al phabet known as han'gul, or in han'gul alone,
much as in a nore limted way | ndo- European | anguages
sonetinmes wite nunbers using Arabic synbols and at ot her
tinmes spell nunmbers out in their own al phabets or in sone
conbi nation of the two forns.”
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(a) King Sejong ( SAY-j ong)
“Han' gul was invented by scholars at the
court of King Sejong (1418-50), not solely
to pronote |literacy anong the conmon peopl e
as is sonetines clainmed, but also...to
assi st in studies of Chinese historical
phonol ogy.

According to a perhaps apocryphal decree of the king, an
intelligent man could learn han'gul in a norning' s tine,
whil e even a fool could master it in ten days. As a result,
it was scorned by scholars and rel egated to wonen and
merchants. The script, which in its nodern form contains
forty synbols, is considered by |linguists to be one of the
nost scientific ever devised; it reflects quite consistently
t he phonenes of the spoken Korean | anguage.”

(b) Sounds “Because of its greater variety of
sounds, Korean does not have the problem of the Japanese
witten | anguage, which sone experts have argued needs to
retain a sizable inventory of Chinese characters to
di stinguish a | arge nunber of potentially anbi guous
homophones. Since 1948 the continued use of Chinese
characters in South Korea has been criticized by linguistic
national i sts and sone educators and defended by cultural
conservatives, who fear that the |oss of character literacy
coul d cut younger generations off froma major part of their
cul tural heritage.

Since the early 1970s, Seoul's policy /),
governi ng the teaching and use of Chinese /{l‘j
characters has shifted several tines, although the
trend clearly has been toward witing in han' gu
alone. By early 1990, all but academc witing
used far fewer Chinese characters than was the case
in the 1960s. 1In 1989 the Korean Language and
Educati on Research Association, citing the need for

Chi nese character literacy "at a tinme when the o D
nation is entering into keen conpetition with Japan
and China" and noting that Japanese educators were ﬁl

i ncreasi ng the nunber of Chinese characters taught

in elenmentary schools, recommended to the Mnistry

of Education that instruction in Chinese characters
be reintroduced at the primary-school |evel.”
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(c) Grammar and vocabulary

“Al t hough t he Korean and Chi nese | anguages are not
related in terns of grammatical structure, nore than 50
percent of all Korean vocabulary is derived from Chi nese
| oan-words, a reflection of the cultural dom nance of China
over 2 mllennia. In many cases there are two words--a
Chi nese | oan-word and an i ndi genous Korean word--neani ng the
sanme thing

The Chi nese-based word in Korean sonetimes has a booki sh
or formal flavor. Koreans select one or the other variant to
achi eve the proper register in speech or in witing, and to
make subtle distinctions of neaning in accordance with
est abl i shed usage.”

“Large nunbers of Chinese character
conpounds coi ned in Japan in the
ni neteenth or twentieth centuries to
transl ate nodern Western scientific,
| technical, and political vocabul ary came
into use in Korea during the col oni al
period. Post-1945 United States
i nfluence has been reflected in a nunber
of English words that have been absorbed
into Korean.”

(d) Dialects

“Unl i ke Chi nese, Korean does not enconpass dial ects that
are mutually unintelligible, with the possible exception of
t he variant spoken on Cheju Island. There are, however,
regi onal variations both in vocabulary and pronunci ation, the
range being conparable to the differences that m ght be found
bet ween Maine and Al abama in the United States.

Despite several decades of universal education, simlar
vari ations al so have been heard between highly educated and
pr of essi onal speakers and Koreans of working class or rural
backgrounds. Standard Korean is derived fromthe |anguage
spoken in and around Seoul. More than forty years of
di vision has neant that there are also sone divergences in
t he devel opnent of the Korean | anguage north and south of the
DVEZ. ”
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7. Cultural literacy concepts/terms The fol I owing
terms, adapted from The Dictionary of Qobal Culture, (edited
by Kwanme Appiah and Henry Gates, Jr., NY: Al fred Knopf,

1997), apply to Korea. See this hel pful dictionary for
further information.

a. Kim, Ronyoung (1926-1987)

Born G oria Hahn in Los Angeles to Korean parents
fl eei ng Japanese oppression

Known for her only book Cay Walls (1986), a novel
portraying the struggles of growing up in Anmerica
while com ng froma Korean heritage.

b. Kisaeng (KEY-sahng)

Fenmal e Korean entertai ners.

Oiginally chosen from | ower
classes to train for the life of
a courtesan in a wealthy
househol d.

Once admred for poetry
conposition and devotion to
literary and nusical arts

Today, nost ki saeng wonen are prostitutes, sanctioned
by the governnent and used to pronbte tourism
Wnen’ s organi zations, religious and human rights
groups continue to pressure the governnent into
abol i shing the practi ce.

c. Koryo Dynasty (KOHR-ee-ah, 918-1392)

Founded by Wang Kon who overthrew what remai ned of
the Silla Dynasty (c.350-c.935).

Mar ked the start of Korean Buddhism ceramc arts and
civil service exam

In 1392, Ceneral Yi Song-gye allied with the Mngol s
to end the Koryo Dynasty and begin the | ast dynasty
(Yi) in Korean history.
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d. Kwangju Incident (GMHNG j 0o)

Prodenocracy denonstration on 18
May 1980.

After right-w ng dictator Park
Chung Hee was assassi nated 1979,
political unrest ensued.

Aneri can and Korean troops were
called to the city of Kwangju to
hel p restore order.
Denmonstrat ors and | eaders of
gover nment opposition were
arrested, tortured, and kill ed.

e. Samguk ( SAM guhk)

Seven- hundred year historical period known as the
Sanguk or “Three Kingdons.”

Though debated, the Paekche, Koguryo, and Silla

ki ngdons were established in 18, 37, and 57 B.C E
respectively.

Period ended in C.E. 668, when Silla conquered the
other two kingdons to formthe Unified Silla Kingdom

Unified Silla period considered the Gol den Age of
Korean history. Currently, it is used to support
uni fication efforts.

f. Unified Silla Kingdom

The Silla united Korea in 668, remaining in power
until C E. 918.

Pul kuksa Tenple (C. E. 780) and Sokkuram G otto, which
contains a giant granite Buddha, are considered icons
of Silla achievenent in art, religion, and

gover nnent .

Rul ing class shared power w th Pul kuksa Buddhi st
nonks and the capital city of Kwangj u.

g. Yi Dynasty (yee)

The Yi or Choson Dynasty (1392-1910) founded by
Ceneral Yi Song-gye.
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Yi noved the capitol to Hanyang, present day Seoul.

Early Yi rule was peaceful and allowed for culture to
flourish.

The hangul phonetic al phabet was invented in the md-
1400s by King Sejong. Though Chinese was still the
prom nent | anguage, hangul allowed for the
possibility of Korean literature.

After years of struggle with advances from Chi na and
Japan, Korea was annexed by the Japanese in 1910,
endi ng dynastic rule.

8. Resources for Further Study

FE/
s

—_/

a. Cross-cultural resources

Clark, Donald N. Korea Briefing, 1993. Boul der: Westview
Press, 1993.

Recommended by the Overseas Briefing Center of the U S
Department of State.

Crane, Paul S. Korean Patterns. Seoul: Royal Asiatic
Soci ety, 1978.

Recommended by the Overseas Briefing Center of the U S
Departnent of State.

Hur, Vegdahl and Ben Seunghwa Hur. Cul ture Shock! Korea.
Portl and, Oregon: Gaphic Arts Center Publishing, 1993.

Beg, borrow, or purchase books in this series. Highly
recommended by the Overseas Briefing Center, U S
Departnent of State.
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Lee, O Young and Seong-Kon Kim Sinple Etiquette in Korea.
Kent, Engl and: d obal Books, Ltd., 1988.

Part of the highly acclainmed Sinple Guide series. A
“must have” for travelers or personnel stationed in
Kor ea.

Lueras, Leonard and Nedra Chung. |nsight Guides--Korea.
Si ngapore: APA Publications, 1993. Al SO -Kor 915.1902 K845

Part of the aesthetically pleasing and hel pful Insight
series. Beautiful photographs, in National Geographic
manner, make this a hel pful text.

b. Biography, novels,
literature, poetry

Ahn, Junghyo. Silver Stallion: A Novel of Korea. New York
Soho Press, 1990.
p Aiso Library: Korean KOR 895.734 A531 1990

Ceneral MacArt hur (Megado) has | anded at Inchon to

i berate Korea. The liberators set up a speci al
encanpnent called Texas Town, where | ocal wonen receive
them The disdainful villagers call these wonen Yankee
Wves. Anmong themis the hero’s nother.

Ch’ ae, Man-sik. Peace Under Heaven. Arnonk, New York: ME
Shar pe, ¢1993.
p Aiso Library: Korean KOR 895. 733 c4325 1993

Satirical novel depicting the period of Japanese rule in

Korea. “This often hilarious novel cloaks the darkness,
pai n, and psychol ogical turnoil of this period with wt
and penetrating satire. ...Yet by its conclusion, the

reader is left wwth not only a constellation of vividly
drawn characters fromall classes of Korean society, but
a distinct sense of the life and tines in which these
characters lived.”

% M chael Robinson, University of Southern
California
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Current, Marian E. Looking at Each Ot her: Korean, Western
Cultures in Contrast. Seoul, Korea: Seoul International
Touri st Publishing Co., 1983.

p Bosun Library: GCeneral DS904.C86 1983

Han, Mal - Sook. Hym of the Spirit. Seoul, Korea: Art Space
Publ i cati ons, 1993.
p Aiso Library: Korean KOR 895. 734 H233m 1993

Portrays a year in the life of a Korean housew fe, Kim
Ya-jin. This contenporary novel addresses how
Shamani sm Buddhi sm Confucianism and Christianity have
bl ended over the centuries to answer the questions of
life, life after death, and the invisible powers that
support the living.

Han, Mi-suk. Encounter: A Novel of 19th Century Korea.
Berkel ey: University of California Press, 1992.
p Aiso Library: Korean KOR 895.734 H233 1992

Because of Tasan’s fascination with Western | earning, he
is exiled to a renote province for eighteen years. In
bani shnent, he cones to know people from many soci al and
religi ous backgrounds whose acts of perseverance,
heroism and quiet faith attest to the resilience of the
Korean spirit.

Hong Myoung-Hee, trans. Korean Short Stories. Seoul: Iljisa
Publ i shi ng Conpany, c¢1975.
p Aiso Library: Korean KOR 895.7301 K84 1975

Kim Dong-in. Bare Hlls % Kay, Yong-nuk. Adada, the
| diot % Lee, Byo-sok. At the Tinme Wen the Buckwheat

Bl oons % Ahn, Soo-kil. The Third Human Type % Oh,
Young-soo. The Echo % Choi, Bumso. Silent Parall el
Y%, Park, Kyung-li. Illusion % Kim Tong-li. Picture

of a Sorceress.

Hoyt, James. Songs of the Dragons Flying to Heaven: A Korean
Epic. Seoul: Korean National Comm ssion for UNESCO and Roya
Asi atic Society, Korea Branch, 1979.

p Aiso Library: Korean KOR 895.712 S698 1979
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| noue, Yasushi. Wnd and Waves: A Novel. Honol ul u:
University of Hawaii Press, 1989.
p Aiso Library: Korean KOR 951.901 Fiction | 588 1989

Tells the dramatic story of the events that affected al
of East Asia during the 13th century as Kubl ai Khan
overthrew the Sung Dynasty of China and then set his
sights on Japan. The novel is set in the peninsul ar

ki ngdom of Koryo (Korea), seized by the Khan to plan an
attack on Japan.

Janelli, Roger L. Ancestor Wrship and Korean Society.
Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 1982.
p Bosun Library: GCeneral BL467.J36 1982

Chapters on donestic and |ineage rituals, shamans, and
simlarities wth East Asian ancestor cult. Also
outlines the structure and custons of the Korean famly
by the use of a case study, the Twi songdwi famly

I i neage.

Ko, Ch’ang-su. Best Loved Poens of Korea:. Selected for
Foreigners. Elizabeth, NJ: Hollym 1984.
p Aiso Library: Korean KOR 895.7-/-1308 B561 1984

Lee, Dae Wo. Sweeping the Darkness. Seoul, Korea: Hoam
Publ i shers, 1991.
p Aiso Library: Korean KOR 895.71 L477s 1991

A collection of poenms witten by a Buddhi st nonk who

al so served as a chaplain in the Korean Arnmy. Excellent
for the linguist, the poens are printed in both Korean
and Engli sh.

Mattielli, Sandra, ed. Virtues in Conflict: Tradition and
t he Korean Wman Today. Seoul: Published for the Royal

Asi atic Society, Korea Branch by the Samhwa Publi shing
Conpany, 1977.

p Aiso Library: Korean KOR 305.42-/-09519 V819 1977

Various authors contributed to give a well-rounded vi ew
of wonen in Korean culture. Short biographies included
for each contributor.

The Tradition: Whnen During the Yi Dynasty % Korean

Prover bs about Wnen 3% Wnen Surviving: Palace Life in
Seoul after the Annexation % The Wnen' s Mdernization
Movenment in Korea % Boy Preference Reflected in Korean
Fol kl ore % Psychol ogi cal Probl ens anong Korean Wonen 3
The Status of Korean Wownen Today % The Rol e of Korean
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Wnen in National Devel opnent % Interviews with Young
Wor ki ng Womren in Seoul % Male/Fenale roles on Cheju

| sl and.
M chener, Janes. The Bridges of Toko-ri. New York: Random
House, 1953.
p Chanberlin Library: FICTION M CHENER

A classic war novel set during the Korean conflict. It

asserts with deep humanity that all nen, even enem es,
are human bei ngs.

Park Jung-ki. Plain Stories by a G andpa. Seoul: Muin M
Publ i cati ons, 1990.
p Aiso Library: Korean KOR 915.9 P235 1990

A whi nsi cal collection of essays, stories, and
narratives witten by a grandfather and dedicated to his
grandchildren both living and those to conme. Topics

di scussed include cultivating the m nd, disciplining the
body, love and nmarriage, and |leading a joyful life. A
si npl e and pl easant read that can provide elderly

gui dance for the younger generation of any culture.

Park, Yune-hee. Admral Yi Sun-shin and his Turtl e Boat
Armada. Seoul, Korea: Hanjin Publishing Co., 1978.
p Bosun Library: General DS913.45 .Y56 P37 1978

A colorful book filled with plates and naps. Covers the
hi storical period, Armada preparation, the battle, and
subsequent events. Reads |like a narrative and portrays
a very proud nonent in Korean history.

Pihl, Marshall R, ed. Listening to Korea; A Korean
Ant hol ogy. New York: Praeger, 1973.
p Chanberlin Library: 951.9 PIHL

Hi storical Background % The March First Mvenent 3%
Recol | ections of the Korean Language Society |ncident %
The Attitude of Koreans Toward Japan % The Enmergence of
the Korean Press % My Life with Magazines % The Poet’s
Choi ce: Expression or Silence % Partition, War, and
Recovery % Kapitan Lee % As Rain Falls on the Soyang
River % A Stray Bullet % Rustic Traditions and

Ur bani zation % Seoul, 1964: Wnter % Nam and the

Taf fyman % Korean Attitudes Toward Age % The
Flowers 3% On growing A d % The Dark Later Years %
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Traditional and Modern Criticism % On Korean
Entrepreneurship % Law to the Korean.

Potok, Chaim | Amthe Clay. New York: Knopf: D stributed
by Random House, 1992.
p Chanberlin Library: FICTION POTOK

A novel of one couple and a young boy brought together
to survive in the mdst of the Korean War. Witten by
an Arny Chaplain who served 16 nonths in Korea with a
front-l1ine nedical battalion and an engi neer conbat
battalion.

P y’onghwa T ongil Y on’guso. The ldentity of the Korean
People: A History of Legitinacy on the Korean Peninsul a.
Seoul : Research Center for Peace and Unification, 1983.

p Bosun Library: General DS907.18 .134 1983

Rutt, Richard. Korean Wrks and Days: Notes fromthe Diary
of a Country Priest. Rutland, VI: C.E. Tuttle Co., [1964].
p Bosun Library: GCeneral DS904 R9

Based on the author’'s series of articles about Korean
village life, which were published anonynously in 1957
and 1958 by the Korea Tines.

Sim Chai Hong, trans. Fragrance of Spring: The Story of
Choon Hyang. Seoul, Korea: Po Chin Chai, 1992.
p Aiso Library: Korean KOR 398.209-/-519 S588 1992

“I't is my sincere wish that the sacrificial |ove of the
heroi ne herein depicted nay appeal to foreign readers,
especially to the younger generation of the fair sex,
whose nental attitude and behavior toward chastity of
marital relationship are gradually being discarded and
negl ected all over the world.”

% Chai Hong Sim
The greatest |ove story to come out of Korea.
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c. Military topics The Conbat
Studies Institute of Ft. Leavenworth
recommends the foll ow ng.

Appl eman, Roy Edgar. Disaster in Korea: The Chi nese Confront
MacArthur. College Station: Texas A&M University Press,
1989.

Appl eman, Roy Edgar. East of Chosin: Entrapnent and Breakout
in Korea, 1950. College Station: Texas A&M University Press,
1990.

Appl eman, Roy Edgar. Escaping the Trap: The U.S. Arny X
Corps in Northeast Korea, 1950. College Station: Texas A&M
Uni versity Press, 1990.

Appl eman, Roy Edgar. Ridgway Duels for Korea. College
Station: Texas A&M University Press, 1990.

Appl eman, Roy Edgar. South to the Naktong, North to the
Yal u. Washington, DC. U S. Arny Center of Mlitary History,
1986.

Blair, Cay. The Forgotten War: Anerica in Korea, 1950-1953.
New Yor k: Times Books, 1987.

Fehrenbach, T. R This Kind of War: A Study in
Unpr epar edness. New York: Macm || an, 1963.

The classic on Anerican involvenent in the Korean War.
Beg, borrow or purchase this text. A new paperback
edition is out.

Goncharox, Sergei N., Mohn W Lewi s, and Xue Litai.
Uncertain Partners: Stalin, Mao, and the Korean \War.
Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 1994.

G ey, Jeffrey. The Commonwealth Arm es and the Korean \Wr:
War, Arned Forces and Society. New York: St. Martin's Press,
1988.

Marshall, S.L.A. The River and the Gauntlet: Defeat of the
Ei ghth Arny by Communi st Chi nese Forces--Novenber, 1950.
Reprint. Westport, CT: G eenwdod Press, 1983.
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Mossman, Billy C U S. Arny in the Korean War: Ebb and Fl ow,
Novenber 1950 - July 1951. Washington, DC. U S. Arny Center
of Mlitary History, 1990.

Ri dgway, Matthew B. The Korean War. New York: Da Capo
Press, 1986, 1967.

Tol and, John. In Mortal Conbat: Korea, 1950-1953. New Yor k:
WIIliam Mrrow and Conpany, 1991.

d. News articles

Bittman, Mark. “Exploring the World of Kinchi, the Spicy
Korean Staple.” New York Tines, 10 Apr 1996, p. C3.

Anyone who travels to Korea needs to understand (and
hopefully develop a taste for) Kkinthi.

Brady, Lois Smith. “Chee-Un Kimand Eugene Kim” New York
Ti nes, 24 Aug 1997, p. 35.

Description of New York traditional Korean weddi ng.
“Traditionally, Koreans don’t use square lines...They
don’t like anything sharp. Sharp neans it m ght hurt
sonebody, so we use snooth and round lines that give you
confort and a sense of peace.”

Kristof, Nicholas D. “A Farewell to the Koreas, Wth Healing
Still a Dream” New York Tines, 24 Jan 1997.

Departure of Washi ngton’s Anbassador to Seoul, Janes T.
Laney. “The doughtiness of the Korean spirit just can't
be vanqui shed--that and the warnth...There’'s an

out goi ngness, an engagi ng qual ity about people here that
gets to you, becones a part of you” says M. Laney.
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Kristof, Nicholas D. “In South, Korean Unity Appealing in
Abstract Only.” New York Tines, 31 Aug 1997, p. 8.

Accounts of hesitation on the part of regul ar Korean
peopl es concerning reunification. “For ordinary people,
unification will cause a lot of problens...l don't
honestly know if it’s a good thing.”

MacFar quhar, Larissa. “Andrew Weil, Shamanm MD.” The New
York Tinmes Magazi ne, 24 Aug 1997, p. 28.

Account of popularity of shaman practice within
alternative health circles in the United States.

Pol | ack, Andrew. “Seoul Takes Its Cue From Ms. Thatcher.”
New York Tines, 12 Jan 1997, p. Ab5.

Account of the need for worker rights and efficient
factory practice in South Korea.

WiDunn, Sheryl. “Cupid s a Korean Conputer, Making Wse
Mat ches.” New York Tines, 17 Apr 1997.

“Sout h Koreans | ooking for marriage partners are
increasingly using the services of dating agencies as
wel | as parents and col |l eagues...Only 20 percent of
people in South Korea marry just for love...the rest are
“hal f-half’ marriages, in which couples cone to |ove
each other after their match has been orchestrated

t hrough parents, relatives, matchmakers or dating
services.”

WiDunn, Sheryl. “Lusting After Traditional Cures, South
Koreans Inperil the Species.” New York Tines, 1997.

“As a pharnmaci st neasured the clunps of grass and
crushed stens on the table, Park Sun Yeop, 29, kept
turning to one itemnot yet on the pile: the budding
antler of a deer. ‘1 need energy,’ she said, hesitating
over the extra cost of antlers...’| want to have a
second baby, and | think this will help.’”
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WiDunn, Sheryl. “For the Radicals, Wat’'s the Point?” New
York Tinmes, 21 Jun 1997, p. A4.

Descriptions of the lack of attention current radical
student protests currently receive in South Korea.
Denocracy’s strength is seen as the primary cause.

WiDunn, Sheryl. “Where a Dog Can Be a Pet, or a Dining
Experience.” New York Tines, 2 Jan 1997.

“Many m ddl e-cl ass Sout h Koreans now keep dogs as pets,
but others cherish themas the basis of a sophisticated
cani ne cui sine.”
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North Korea

Popul ati on 23, 486, 550
% under 15 years 30%
Commo
TV 1: 67
Radi o 1:5
Phone 1: 20
Newspaper no figure
Heal t h
Li f e Expect ancy Mal e 67/ Femal e 73
Hospital s 1: 74
Doct ors 1: 370
| MR 27:1, 000
| ncone $1, 000. 00 per cap
Literacy Rate 99%
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1. Religious Groups “Buddhi sm and
Confuci anism sone Christianity and
syncretic Chondogyo. Aut ononbus
religious activities now al nost

nonexi stent; gover nnment - sponsor ed
religious groups exist to provide
illusion of religious freedom” (ClA
1996 Fact book)

a. State enforced belief

(1) Overview “Between 1945, when Sovi et forces
first occupied the northern half of the Korean Peninsul a and
the end of the Korean War in 1953, many Chri sti ans,
consi dered "bad el enents” by North Korean authorities, fled
to South Korea to escape the socialist reginme's antireligious
pol i ci es.

The state co-opted Buddhi sm which had weakened over the
centuries. P yngyang has nmade a concerted effort to uproot
i ndi genous beliefs. 1In the early 1990s, the practices of
shamani sm and fortune-telling seemto have l|argely
di sappeared.”

(2) Kim Il Sung

“Many if not nost observers of North Korea woul d agree
that the country's official religionis the cult of Kimll
Sung. North Korean Christians attendi ng overseas conferences
claimthat there is no contradiction between Christian
beliefs and the veneration of the ‘great |eader’ or his
secul ar chuch' e phil osophy.

This position does not differ nuch
fromthat of the far nore nunerous
Japanese Christian comrunities before and
during World War |1, which were pressured
i nto acknow edgi ng the divine status of
t he enperor.”
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(3) Freedom of belief “Different official attitudes
toward organi zed religion are reflected in various
constitutions. Article 14 of the 1948 constitution noted
that ‘citizens of the Denocratic People' s Republic of Korea
shal | have the freedom of religious belief and of conducting
religious services.” Article 54 of the 1972 constitution,
however, stated that ‘citizens have religious |liberty and the
freedomto oppose religion’ (also translated as ‘the freedom
of antireligious propaganda’). Sone observers argued that
t he change occurred because in 1972 the political authorities
no | onger needed the support of the much-weakened organi zed
religions.

In the 1992 constitution, Article 68 grants freedom of
religious belief and guarantees the right to construct
bui l dings for religious use and religious cerenonies. The
article also states, however, that ‘No one nmay use religion
as a neans by which to drag in foreign powers or to destroy
the state or social order.” North Korea has been represented
at international religious conferences by state-sponsored
religious organi zati ons such as the Korean Buddhi sts'
Federation, the Christian Federation, and the Ch' ndogyo Youth
Party.”

(4) Temples and churches

“Many churches and tenpl es have
been taken over by the state and
converted to secul ar use. Buddhi st
tenpl es, such as those | ocated at
Kngang- san and Myohyang-san, are
consi dered ‘national treasures,
however, and have been preserved and
restored. This action is in accord
with the chuch'e principle that the
creative energies of the Korean people
in the past nmust be appreciated.”

b. Christianity

(1) Pyongyang “Before 1948 Pyongyang was an
i nportant Christian center; one-sixth of its popul ati on of
about 300, 000 residents were converts.”
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(2) State supported efforts “In the late 1980s, it
becane apparent that North Korea was beginning to use the
smal | nunber of Christians remaining in the country to
establish contacts with Christians in South Korea and the
West. Such contacts are considered useful for pronoting the
reginme's political ainms, including reunifying the peninsul a.

In 1988 two new churches, the Protestant Pongsu Church
and the Catholic Changchung Cathedral, were opened in
Pyongyang. Oher signs of the regine's changing attitude
toward Christianity include holding the International Sem nar
of Christians of the North and South for the Peace and
Reuni fication of Korea in Switzerland in Novenber 1988,
al l ow ng papal representatives to attend the opening of the
Changchung Cat hedral in October/ Novenber of the sanme year,
and sending two North Korean novice priests to study in Rone.
Mor eover, a new associ ation of Roman Catholics was
established in June 1988.

A North Korean Protestant pastor
reported at a 1989 neeting of the
Nat i onal Council of Churches in
Washi ngton, D.C., that his country has
10, 000 Protestants and 1,000 Catholics
who worship in 500 honme churches. |In
March- April 1992, American evangel i st
Billy Gahamvisited North Korea to
preach and to speak at KimIl Sung
University.”

c. Buddhism <“Alinited revival of Buddhismis
apparently taking place. This includes the establishnment of
an acadeny for Buddhi st studies and the publication of a
twenty-five-volume translation of the Korean Tripitaka, or
Buddhi st scriptures, which had been carved on 80,000 wooden
bl ocks and kept at the tenple at Myohyang-san in central
North Korea. A few Buddhist tenples conduct religious
services.”
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2. Ethnic/Racial Groups (see South Korea study)

a. Korean cultural preservation “since the
establ i shnment of the Han Chinese colonies in the northern
Korean Peninsula 2,000 years ago, Koreans have been under the
cultural influence of China. During the period of Japanese
dom nation (1910-45), the colonial regine attenpted to force
Koreans to adopt the Japanese | anguage and cul ture.

Nei t her the | ong and pervasive Chinese influence nor the
nore coercive and short-lived Japanese attenpts to nake
Koreans | oyal subjects of the Japanese enperor, however,
succeeded in eradicating their ethnic, cultural, and
I inguistic distinctiveness.

The desire of the North Korean
regine to preserve its version of
Korean cul ture, including many
traditional aspects such as food,
dress, art, architecture, and fol kways,
is notivated in part by the historica
experience of cultural dom nation by
bot h the Chinese and the Japanese.”

b. Chuch’e (choo- cheh)

“Chuch' e ideol ogy asserts Korea's cultura
di stinctiveness and creativity as well as the productive
powers of the working nasses. The ways in which chuch'e
rhetoric is used shows a razor-thin distinction between
revol utionary themes of self-sufficient socialist
construction and a virul ent ethnocentrism

In the eyes of North Korea's | eaders, the ‘occupation
of the southern half of the peninsula by ‘foreign
inperialists’ |ends special urgency to the issue of
cultural/ethnic identity. Not only nust the people of South
Korea be liberated fromforeign inperialism but also they
nmust be given the opportunity to participate in the creation
of a new, but still distinctively Korean, culture.”
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3. Gender Issues

a. Domestic violence <“There is no information
avai |l abl e on vi ol ence agai nst wonen.”

b. Role of women <“in contemporary North Korea, wonen
are expected to fully participate in the |abor force outside
t he hone.

Apart fromits ideol ogica
commtnment to the equality of the sexes,
t he governnent views wonen's enpl oynent
as essential because of the country's
| abor shortage. No abl e-bodi ed person
is spared fromthe struggle to increase
production and conpete with the nore
popul ous southern half of the peninsul a.

According to one South Korean source, wonmen in North
Korea are supposed to devote eight hours a day to work, eight
hours to study (presumably, the study of chuch'e and Kim |
Sungi sm, and eight hours to rest and sleep. Wnen who have
three or nore children apparently are permtted to work only
six hours a day and still receive a full, eight-hour-a-day
salary.”

C. Equallty “The Constitution states that ‘wonen hold
equal social status and rights with nen.’” However, although
wonen are represented proportionally in the | abor force, few
wonen have reached high levels of the party or the
Government. In many snmall factories, the workforce is
predom nantly femal e. Like nen, working-age wonen nust worKk.
They are thus required to | eave their preschool children in
the care of elderly relatives or in state nurseries.

However, according to the Constitution, wonen with | arge
famlies are guaranteed shortened working hours.

...1t appears that wonen are not fully emanci pated. Sons

are still preferred over daughters. Wnen do nost if not al
of the housework, including preparing a norning and eveni ng
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meal , in addition to working outside the hone; nuch of the
responsibility of childrearing is in the hands of t'agaso and
t he school system The mgjority of women work in |ight

i ndustry, where they are paid less than their male
counterparts in heavy industry. |In office situations, they
are likely to be engaged in secretarial and other |ow echel on
j obs.”

4. Conflicts

International disputes
“Short section of boundary with
China is indefinite; Demarcation
Line wwth South Korea.” (ClA 1996
Fact book)

“Even now Pyongyang threatens to renege on the
suspension of its nuclear program and suspected weapons
devel opnment program .. Pyongyang continues to practice
bri nkmanship to gain concessi ons and weaken the U.S.-Republic
of Korea (ROC) alliance. Despite the threats of fam ne and
mass starvation, North Korea has not released its strategic
wartime food supplies. Pyongyang continues to send sabot age
and assassination teans into South Korea.” (1997 Strategic
Assessnent fromthe Strategic Studies Institute, U S. Arny
War Col | ege)

5. Holidays and Festivals “The North Korean governnent
has di scontinued traditional Korean seasonal festivals.
However, there are sone national and commenoration days that
can be observed if local authorities feel that production

wi |l not be disrupted. These include:”

Constitution Day (27 Decenber)

| ndependence Day (9 Septenber)
Kimll Sung’s Birthday (15 April)
KimJong Il’s Birthday (16 February)

e o oo
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e. Liberation Day (15 August)
May Day (1 May)

g. New Year’s Day (1 January)

h. Workers’ Party Day (10 QOctober)
6. Customs

a. Freedom of religion “The 1992 Constitution
provides for the ‘freedomof religious belief,’” including
‘the right to build buildings for religious use.’” However,

the sane article adds that ‘no one can use religion as a
means to drag in foreign powers’ or to disrupt the social
order.

In practice, the regine discourages all organi zed
religious activity except that which serves the interests of
the State.

As late as the early 1980's, foreign visitors were told
that there were no churches in the country and only a handful
of Buddhi st tenples. However, in recent years, the regine
has all owed the formati on of several governnent-sponsored
religious organizations. These serve as interlocutors with
foreign church groups and international aid organizations.
Sonme foreigners who have net with representati ves of these
organi zations are convinced that they are sincere believers;
others claimthat they appeared to know little about
religious dogma, liturgy, or teaching.”

b. People with disabilities
“Traditional social norns condone
di scrim nation agai nst the physically
di sabl ed. Disabl ed persons are al nost
never seen within the city limts of
Pyongyang, and several defectors and
other former North Korea residents
report that disabled persons are
routinely assigned to the rural areas.
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According to one report, authorities check every 2 to 3
years in the capital for persons with deformties and
rel ocate themto special facilities in the countryside. There
are no |legally mandated provisions for accessibility to
bui | di ngs or governnent services for the disabled.”

c. Chuch'e

(1) Development “Chuch'e is a significant break
wi th the Confucian past. Developed during the period of
revol utionary struggl e agai nst Japanese inperialism chuch' e
is the product of Kimll Sung's thinking.

Chuch' e enphasi zes the inportance
of devel opi ng the nation's potenti al
using its own resources and reserves of
human creativity. Chuch'e legitim zes
cultural, economc, and political
i sol ati onism by stressing the error of
imtating foreign countries or of
becom ng excessively ‘international.

During the 1970s, KimJong Il suggested that chuch'e
i deol ogy be renaned Kim Il Sung Chuui (Kimll Sungism. Kim
Il Sungism epitom zing chuch'e, is described as superior to
all other systenms of human thought, including (apparently)
Mar xi sm” (Library of Congress Country Studi es/Area Handbook-
-North Korea)

(2) Flunkeyism “The governnent opposes
"flunkeyism" KimJong ||, depicted as an avid student of
Korean history in his youth, was said to have nade the
revol utionary proposal that Kim Yushin, the great general of
the Silla Dynasty (668-935), was a "flunkeyist" rather than a
nati onal hero because he enlisted the aid of Tang Dynasty
(618-907) China in order to defeat Silla's rivals, Kogury and
Paekche, and unify the country. Chuch'e's opposition to
fl unkeyi sm noreover, is probably also a reaction to the
experi ence of Japanese colonialism”
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(3) Self-sacrifice “Apart fromthe North Korean
peopl e's al nost conplete isolation fromforeign influences,
probably the nost significant inpact of chuch' e thought and
Kimll Sungismwth regard to daily life is the relentless
enphasis on self-sacrifice and hard work.

The popul ation is told that
everyt hing can be acconplished
t hrough dedi cation and the proper
revolutionary spirit. This viewis
evident in the perennial ‘speed
battles’ initiated by the
| eadership to dramatically increase
productivity; another exanple is
t he bi zarre phenonenon called the
“drink no soup novenent,’
apparently designed to keep workers
on the factory floor rather than
going to the |avatory.

Mor eover, chuch'e provides a ‘proper’ standpoint from
which to create or judge art, literature, drama, and nusic,
as well as a philosophical underpinning for the country's
educational system”

d. Culture

(1) State purpose

“The role of literature and art in North Korea is
primarily didactic; cultural expression serves as an
instrunment for inculcating chuch'e ideology and the need to
continue the struggle for revolution and reunification of the
Korean Peninsula. There is little subtlety in nost
contenporary cultural expression. Foreign inperialists,
especially the Japanese and the Anericans, are depicted as
heartl ess nonsters; revolutionary heroes and heroi nes are
seen as saintly figures who act fromthe purest of notives.”

(2) Themes “The three nost consistent thenes are
martyrdom during the revol utionary struggle (depicted in
literature such as The Sea of Bl ood), the happi ness of the
present society, and the genius of the ‘great |eader.
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(3) Kim Il Sung “Kim 1l Sung hinself was descri bed
as a witer of ‘classical masterpieces’ during the anti-
Japanese struggle. Novels created ‘under his direction
include The Flower Grl, The Sea of Blood, The Fate of a
Sel f - Def ense Corps Man, and The Song of Korea; these are
consi dered ‘prototypes and nodels of chuch'e literature and
art.’” A 1992 newspaper report describes Kimin
semretirenent as witing his nenoirs--"a heroic epic
dedi cated to the freedom and happi ness of the people.’

(4) Control “The state and
t he Korean Wirkers' Party control
the production of literature and
art. In the early 1990s, there was
no evi dence of any underground
l[iterary or cultural novenents such
as those that exist in the Soviet
Union or in China. The party
exercises control over culture
through its Propaganda and Agitation
Departnent and the Culture and Arts
Departnent of the KWP's Central
Comm ttee.

The KWP's General Federation of Korean Literature and
Arts Unions, the parent body for all literary and artistic
organi zations, also controls cultural activity.”

(5) Foreign importation “The popul ation has little
or no exposure to foreign cultural influences apart from
per f ormances by song-and-dance groups and ot her entertainers
brought in periodically for limted audi ences. These
per f ormances, such as the Spring Friendship Art Festival held

annually in April, are designed to show that the peopl es of
the world, like the North Koreans thenselves, |ove and
respect the ‘great leader.’” During the 1980s and the early

1990s, the North Korean nedia gave KimJong Il credit for
wor ki ng ceasel essly to nmake the country a *‘kingdomof art’
where a cultural renaissance unmatched in other countries was
taki ng place. Indeed, the younger Kimis personally
responsi ble for cultural policy.”
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e. Traditional survivals

(1) Confucian thought “Confuci ani smclearly does
not serve as a formal ideology or social ethic (being
condemmed because of its history of class exploitation, its
cultural subservience to a foreign state, and as a
contradiction of the chuch'e ideology). Yet its nore
authoritarian and hierarchical thenes seemto have nmade the
popul ation receptive to the personality cult of Kimll Sung.”

(2) Filial piety “Sone aspects of filial piety remain
salient in contenporary North Korea; for exanple, children
are taught by the state-controlled nedia to respect their
parents. However, filial piety plays a secondary role in
relation to loyalty to the state and KimlIl Sung.”

(3) Kim Il Sung “Kim !l Sung is not
only a fatherly figure, but was descri bed,
in childhood, as a nodel son. A 1980
article entitled "KimIl Sung Ternmed Model
for Revering Elders" tells of how he warned
his nother's cold hands with his own breath
after she returned fromwork each day in the
w nter and gave up the pleasure of playing
on a swi ng because it tore his pants, which
hi s nother then had to nend.

‘“When his parents or elders called him he arose from
his spot at once no matter how nuch fun he had been havi ng,
answered 'yes' and then ran to them bowed his head and
waited, all ears, for what they were going to say.’

According to Kim ‘Comuni sts |ove their own parents,
w ves, children, and their fell ow conrades, respect the
elderly, live frugal lives and always maintain a hunble
men.’

The personality cult of KimIl Sung resenbl es those of
Stalin in the Soviet Union in the 1930s and 1940s and Ni col ae
Ceaucescu in Romania until his overthrow in 1989.
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But in North Korea, special attention is paid to the
theme of Kims benevol ence and the idea that North Koreans
nmust repay that benevol ence wth unquestioning |loyalty and
devotion, recalling old Confucian val ues of repayi ng debts of
gratitude.

Kims birthday, April 15, is a national holiday. H's
eightieth birthday, celebrated in 1992, was the occasion for
massi ve national celebrations. The state-run nmedia simlarly
depicts KimJong Il in a benevolent |ight.”

(4) Kim Jong Il  “The ‘ dear
| eader,’” or KimJdong Il, is also
described as a filial son; when he was
five years old, a propagandi st wote,
he insisted on personally guarding his
father fromevil inperialists with a
little wooden rifle.

RPN
W)

One enthusi astic Japanese witer related in a 1984 book
how t he younger Kim |earning of the poor living standards of
I i ght house keepers and their famlies on a renote island,
personal |y arranged for various life-style inprovenents,

i ncludi ng water storage tanks, television sets, special

schol arships for the children, and ‘colorful clothes, coats
and caps of the kind that were worn by children in
Pyongyang.” In the witer's words, ‘the |ighthousenen and
their famlies shed tears of gratitude to the Secretary (Ki m
Jong Il) for his warmhearted care for them’ The witer also
described the *bridge of love,” built on Kinmis order in a
renote area in order to allowthirteen children to cross a
river on the way to school. He enphasized that the bridge
had absolutely ‘no economc nerit.’"
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7. Resources for Further Study

Crossette, Barbara. “Hunger in North Korea: A Relief Aide’ s
Stark Report.” New York Tines, 11 Jun 1997.

Fai son, Seth. “Gim Tales of Want From t he North Korean
Border.” New York Tines, 27 April 1997.

Gipping narrative of econom c desperation anong North
Koreans on the border w th China.

Kristof, Nicholas D. “A Hungry North Korea Swal | ows Sone
Pride.” New York Tines, 29 May 1997.

Kristof, Nicholas D. “How North Korea's Hopes Wre
Scuttled.” New York Tines, 15 Nov. 1996.

| npact of the submarine infiltration on negotiations
bet ween North and Sout h Kor ea.

Kristof, Nicholas D. “In the Two Koreas’ Icy Rivalry, Signs
of a Thaw.” New York Tines, 26 Jan 1997, p. A4.

Kristof, Nicholas D. “North Korea's Favorite Son Wns the
Top Ruling Title.” New York Tines, 9 Oct 1997.

After three years, the formal nourning period for Kimll
Sung appears to have ended.

Myers, Steven Lee. “44 Years After Korean War, North Agrees
to 4-Party Talks.” New York Tines, 1 Jul 1997.

Myers, Steven Lee. “It Takes One to Start a War, but Four to
Make Peace.” New York Tines, 10 Aug 1997.

Di scussion taking place between diplomats from China,
the United States, South and North Korea.
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Myers, Steven Lee. “Two Koreas and the U. S. Tal k About Tal ks
on Declaring Peace.” New York Tines, 6 Mar 1997, p. AbL.

Opal |, Barbara. “Despite hardship, N Korea bolsters
mlitary.” Arny Tinmes, 15 Sep 1997, p. 25.

Pol I ack, Andrew. “A Phil osophical Marxist |deologist.” New
York Tines, 19 Mar 1997.

Description of Hwang Jang Yop, a high ranking North
Kor ean defector.

Pol I ack, Andrew. “North Korea’'s Fam ne Strains Quality of
Mercy.” New York Tines, 6 May 1997.

Pol I ack, Andrew. “North Korea Inches Toward Tal ks to Finally
End ‘50-’'53 War.” New York Tines, 21 Feb 1997.

Pol | ack, Andrew. “The Real North Korea: The Bustle of a
Mausol eum ” New York Tines, 23 Sep 1996, p. A4.

Account of the lethargic, silent spirit within North
Korean cities.

WiDunn, Sheryl. “North and South Korean Boats Swap Fire in
Seoul s Waters.” New York Tinmes, 5 Jun 1997.

Cl ash occurring in the Yell ow Sea, south of the
demarcation |ine.

“Make your nother proud.”
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Vocabulary List: Korea

Ch’'ommin (CHUN-ni hn) Bel ow the conmoners, the "base
peopl e" or ch'ommn did what was considered vile or | ow
prestige work. They included servants and slaves in
governnent offices and resthouses, jail keepers and
convi cts, shamans, actors, female entertainers
(ki saeng), professional nourners, shoenakers,
executioners, and for a tine at |east, Buddhi st nonks
and nuns.

Ch’ondogyo (.2% CHUHN- doh-kyoh)  Ch' ondogyo, generally
regarded as the first of Korea's "newreligions." It is
a synthesis of Confucian, Buddhist, shamanistic, Daoist,
and Cat holic influences.

Chuch’e (choo-cheh) North Korean ideol ogy of cultural
di stinctiveness, self-reliance and self-sufficiency.

Chungin (CHOONG yi hn) Bel ow the yangban yet superior to
the commoners were the chungin, a snmall group of
techni cal and adm nistrative officials. They included
astrononmers, physicians, interpreters, and professional
mlitary officers, as well as artists.

Kim Il Sung Many if not nost observers of North Korea
woul d agree that the country's official religion is the
cult of KimIl Sung. North Korean Christians attending
overseas conferences claimthat there is no
contradiction between Christian beliefs and the
veneration of the "great |eader"” or his secular chuch'e
phi | osophy.

Kim Jong Il Son of KimIl Sung, now preeninent ruler of
Nort h Kor ea.

Klng Sejong (SAY-jong) Han' gul was invented by schol ars
at the court of King Sejong (1418-50), not solely to
pronote literacy anong the common people as is sonetinmes
clainmed, but also to assist in studies of Chinese
hi stori cal phonol ogy.

232



Unit 12 d: Country Area Studies--the Korean Peninsula

K|saeng (KEY-sahng) Fenal e Korean entertainers. Grls
were originally chosen fromthe | ower classes to train
for the life of a courtesan in a wealthy househol d.
Today, nost ki saeng wonen are prostitutes, sanctioned by
t he governnent and used to pronote tourism

Koryo Dynasty (KOHR-ee-ah, 918-1392) Founded by Wang Kon
who overthrew what renmained of the Silla Dynasty (c. 350-
c. 935).

Kwangju Incident Pprodenmocracy dermonstration on 18 My
1980. After right-wing dictator Park Chung Hee was
assassi nated 1979, political unrest ensued. Anerican
and Korean troops were called to the city of Kwangju to
hel p restore order. Denonstrators and | eaders of the
gover nment opposition were arrested, tortured, and
kill ed.

Liberation Day (15 August) Renenbrance of surrender of
Japan to the Allies in 1945, liberating Korea from
Japan’s thirty-five-year occupation. Comenorates al so
the formal proclamation of the Republic of Korea in
1948.

Minjung (ni hn-chung) During the 1980s, the concept of
m njung (the masses) becane prom nent in the thinking
and rhetoric of radical students, mlitant |abor
unionists, activists identified with the Christian
churches, and progressive but generally non- Marxi st
intellectuals.

Pyongyang Largest North Korean City, once an inportant
religious center.

Samguk (SAM guhk) Seven- hundred year historical period
known as the Sanguk or “Three Kingdons.” Though
debat ed, the Paekche, Koguryo, and Silla kingdons were
established in 18, 37, and 57 B.C E. respectively.
Period ended in C.E. 668, when Silla conquered the other
two kingdons to formthe Unified Silla Kingdom The
Unified Silla period is considered the Gol den Age of
Korean history.
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Sangmln (SAHNG m hn) The commopners, or sangm n, conposed
about 75 percent of the total population. These
farmers, craftsnen, and nerchants al one bore the burden
of taxation and were subject to mlitary conscription.
Farmers had hi gher prestige than nerchants, but |ived a
hard life.

Shamans Spiritual |eaders, nost of whom are wonen,
enlisted by those who want the help of the spirit world.
Femal e shamans (rmudang) hold kut, or services, in order
to gain good fortune for clients, cure illnesses by
exorcising evil spirits, or propitiate local or village
gods. Such services are also held to guide the spirit
of a deceased person to heaven.

Silla Kingdom The Silla united Korea in 668, remaining in
power until 918 C E. Pul kuksa Tenple (780 C. E.) and
Sokkuram Grotto, which contains a giant granite Buddha,
are considered icons of Silla achievenent in art,
religion, and governnment. The hangul phonetic al phabet
was invented in the md-1400s by King Sejong. Though
Chi nese was still the prom nent | anguage, hangul all owed
for the possibility of Korean literature.

Unification Church (T ongilgyo) Goup founded in 1954 by
Reverend Sun Myong Mbon (Min Son-nyong), is the nost
famus Korean new religion. During its period of
ri gorous expansion during the 1970s, the Unification
Church had several hundred thousand nenbers in South
Korea and Japan and a substantial (although generally
overesti mated) nunber of nenbers in North Anerica and
West ern Eur ope.

Yangban (YUHNG bahn) In the strictest sense of the term
yangban referred to governnent officials or
of fi cehol ders who had passed the civil service
exam nations that tested know edge of the Confucian
cl assics and their neo-Confucian interpreters. They
were the Korean counterparts of the scholar-officials,
or mandarins, of inperial China.
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Yi Dynasty (yee) The Yi or Choson Dynasty (1392-1910) was
founded by Ceneral Yi Song-gye. Yi ruled under the nanme
Yi T aejo and noved the capitol to Hanyang, the present
day Seoul .

“There is great satisfaction in serving one’s country, one’s
community, or one’'s fellow citizens...Conmtnent transcends
t he bounds of material gain.”

CGeneral Carl Vuono
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1

Christian popul ation is roughly

4.

Review Quiz: the Korean Peninsula

Part 1--Multiple Choice piace the
letter of the nbost correct answer in the
bl ank provi ded.

I n South Korea, the percentage of the Buddhi st and

the sanme--46 percent each
drastically different.
unknown- - Korean Christian groups keep no records.

The Unification Church was founded by
Ni gel Turner.

Sun Myong Moon.

Shirley MLain.

Mbst shanmans in Korea are

nmen.
worren.
equal Iy divi ded--nen and wonen.

Admral Yi, of the late sixteenth century, is fanous

for devel opi ng

“turtle boats”--the first iron-clad naval vessels.
bear ski n bl ankets and ki nchi food.
under ground tunnels to curb aggression.

Tradi ti onal yangban social class nenbers were
scholar-officials, |ike mandarins of China.

technical and adm ni strative officials.
| ow prestige workers.
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7.

One result of the Korean VWar was

a. the South Korean mlitary, as a profession, received
renewed respect.

b. the mlitary continued to suffer |ow prestige status.

c. anti-Western feeling intensified on the Peninsul a.

The single nost inportant factor affecting social

mobility in South Korea in the 1990s is

8.

a. mlitary achi evenent.
b. econom c gain.
c. educati on.

Hangul , the Korean | anguage, was invented by

scholars in the court of

a. King Sejong (1418-50).
b. Admral Yi (late 16th).
c. the Silla Kingdom (57 BC - 935 AD)

In North Korea, the concept of Chuch’ e enphasi zes

a. “internationalizing” culture in the country.

b. devel oping potential using North Korean resources and
creativity al one.

c. the Confucian past as a guide to the future.

_____ The role of literature and art in North Korea is to
a. teach state ideology and push for reunification.
b. further isolate North Korea fromthe rest of the
wor | d.
c. denonstrate--with subtlety and grace--the beauties of
Korea' s di stant past.
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Part 2--True/False pPlace a T or an F
in the blank provided.

1. Koreans, |ike many ot her East Asians, are
traditionally exclusive and rigid in their
religious commtnents.

2. Sun Myong Moon is known for his favorabl e Communi st
| eani ngs.

3. During Korea' s Japanese occupation, Christians were
inthe front ranks in the struggle for
i ndependence.

4. Traditionally, Confucian influence was stronger in

the northern part of Korea.

5. _ Shamans believe in a world inhabited by spirits--and
i s perhaps the ol dest form of Korean religious
life.

6. The Republic of Korea is racially heterogeneous--

many different ethnic groups conprise the
popul ati on.

7. Rapi d social transformation of Korea occurred after
Japanese annexation in 1910.

8. I n Sout h Korea, kisaeng wonen (prostitutes) are
sanctioned by the governnent.

9. The Kwangju incident in 1980 renewed interest in
def ense agai nst North Korean Conmuni sts.

10. Many observers see North Korea's religion as the

cult of KimIl Sung.
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“What you do out here in a typical week is stuff that nost
peopl e back honme wouldn’t do in a year. It's really
inportant work. It’s very unique work, and you ought to be
willing to pat yourself on the back for it.”

Chi ef of Naval Operations, Admral Jay Johnson, All Hands
Call on USS Germantown (LSD 42), 16 March 1997
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